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A Preface. 


Jor truth of this Hiſte 
ry enſuing , beſides 


Ne Circumſtances of % 


g—may 


Profeſſion , yet they loſt not their 

luſtre thereby , but being acquit- 

ted by many Compurgators of ſe- 

; - weraf! Nations, and ſome of the 
h Romiſh Rel: ton, being all of them 
j ſpeltators -, thu Tragedie ; it og=. 
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A Preface. 
caſioned not only a further mani. 
feftation and confirmation of the 
truth, but alſo a large & more fre- 
quent confluence, to ſee that which 
they had formerly only beard of. 
This partly appeareth out of the 
ſucceeding Story ; but more fully 
out of an Apology written by Ver- 
gerius B:{hop of Juſtinople , who 
was accuſed for diſperſing the fame 
of this Example to the ſtaine of © 
” Popery, in which CApologyto N. * 
Rotcan, Suffra7an of Padua, & 
ſhortly and plainly declared , what © 
Was ſatd, what was doe, and who © 
were preſent. If that it be deman- +. 
ded , what mooved mee to compile 
thy Treatiſe: Spira-etel them that 
it ſhould teach feare and reverence, 
and inaced among all thoſe that 
| Come to ſee him , few or none ve= © 
turnes unſhaken. Vergerius in his 
firſt Epiitle ſaith , I would faine 
g9% ſee him again but I exceedingly 
feare 
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feare and tremble: andin his CA« 
| pologie ſaith , it & ſucha rare ex- 
* ample, 4s I would willingly goets 


the furtheft parts of the world to 


{ heare or ſee the like. The Lady 


Jane to her Fathers Chaplaine 
(that had falne into Spira's finne } - 


ſaith , remember the lamentable 6- 


ſtate of Spira, I acknowledee that 
there hath beene formerly a Booke 


publiſhed in our Mother tongne, 


coxcerning this ſubject but as farre 
4s I can learne ( for I conld never 
qet obtaine ts ſee any ove of them) 
# was nothing ſo large and various 
as thu preſent Treatiſe, and as [ 
have heard, a tranſlation of ore'y 
one of the Tractates, from whence 1 
have gathered this preſent Diſ- 
conrſe in part. Concerning my care 
and fidelitie in thu buſineſſe , it # 
ſach as 1 may truely ſay without 

changing of colour that there us not 

one ſentence of all this Worke attri- 

HA 3 buted 
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buted unto the perſon of Spira, but | 


it hath it warrant, either from the 
Epiftles of Vergerius ondaGribal- 8 
dus, Profeſſowrs of the Law in + 
Padua, or from the diſcourſes of | 
Henry Scringer a Scotiſh wan, 5 
Sigiſmund Gelons a Tranfilva- 
nian, 4d Mart. BoCha 4 Divine 
of Baſill:ne:ther have 1 taken any 
other Libertie then as a Relation 
to weave the aforeſaid Diſcourſes 
one within another , ſo as thoſe 
which under ſeverall Writers , 
zre before counted ſeverall, are 
now by my indeavours reduced into 
one intire Hiſtory ,connexed by due 
ſucceſſion of time and occaſion, as 
punitually as could be aimed at, by 
the circumſtauces noted in the 
Writings of thoſe holy and learned 
men before named, 
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{ RELATION OF 


the fearefull eſtate of: - 


FRANCIS SPIRA. 


FAN the yeare 15 4 8 


0 JL " | = 


FS ous Sunne of the 
Goſpel was but newly 11- 
ſen in _Europe;in the dayes 
of the ralgne of Edward 


'the Sixth of that name 
'King ,of England : Inthe 


Territory , and under the 
Iurifdiction of the Citie 
.of Venice, being the yery 
border of Italy, in-4he 
A 4 _ towne 


A Relation of 
tovyne of Cittadella, lived | 
one Francis Spira, a Ci- || 
vill Lawyer, an advocate | 
of greate rank andeſtceme | 
being of knowne learn- . 
Ing,& eloquence; of great & 
experience ; of carriage 
circumſpe& and ſevere; 
his fpeech grave & com- 
poſed, his countenance 
ſharpcand auſtere, every | 
way befitting that autho- 
ritie whereunto hee was 
advanced, cndowed with 
outward bleſsings/, of 
wife, &cleven children , 
& wealth in abundance : 
What his worſt parts 
"were ,, I have no other 
-Fate 


Francis Spirz 
warrant, then his owne 
words \which(if nottaim- 
ted overmuch with the 
bitternefle of a deiperate 
minde, and bearing the 
countenance rather of 
paſsion , then of tober 
confeſsion) may ſeereto 
addea period toa:[ further 
commendations. 

F was (faid hee) exceſ- 
fvely covetous of money, an4 
accordinzly I appiyes 3, 
| feife to get by injuſtice car- 
rupting juſtice by deczis 8- 
ventins tricks to dinde iu* 
ſtice ; good caufes I either 
defended aeceirfuly,or (5/4 
them #0 the adverſary per 4- 
45 & 1 19%/ 73. 
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towne of Cinadela, lived | 
one Francis Spira, a Ci- | 
vill Lawyer, an advocate Y 
of greate rank andeſteeme 4 
being of kuowne learn- 
Ing,& cloquence; of great 
experience ; of carriage 
circumſpe&t and ſevere; 
his fpeech grave & com- 
poled, his countenance * v 
{harpe and auſtere, every + 
way befitting that autho- 
ritic whereunto hee was 
advanced, endowed with 
outward bleſsings',, of 

wife, &cleven children , 
& wealth in abundance : 
what his . worſt parts 
"were ,, I have no other 
Fat 


Francis Spira 
warrant, then his owne 
words, which(if nottain- 
ted overmuch with the 


bitterneſle of a deſperate 
minde, and bearing the 


cctintenance rather of © 


paſsion , then of ſober 
confelsion) may ſeemeto 
addeaperiod toallfurther 
commendations, 

I was (laid hee) onvaft 
fvely covetous of money, and 
' accordingly I applyed my 

ſelfe to get by injuſtjce cor+ 

| rupting juſtice by deceit: in- 
venting tricks to delude ju* 
ſtice'; good cauſes 1 either 
defended aeceitfully,er ſold 
them 30 the adverſary. per #- 
-£ ) atouſly; > 
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diouſly ; ill cauſes I main- | 
tained with all mymight , 1 * 
mittingly oppoſed the knowne | 
trmth. and thetruſt commit- | 
ted unto me, I either betray- ' 
ed or perverted. Thus ha- | 
ving worn out forty foure 


yeares, or there abouts , 


and the nevvs of the new, 
or rather newly revived * 
opinions of Luther com- |: 


ming into thoſe parts, re- 


preſented an obje&t of | 


noveltie unto him ; who 


T 
» 


? 


[3 


being as defirousto know | 


as he was famous - for 
knowledge ; ſuffered not 


theſe wandring opinions 


tO paſſe uncxamined;, but 
ſcarch« 


Francis Spira. 


ſcarching into the Scrip- 
tures, and into all bookes 
of Controveriie that hee 
could get, - both old-and 
new , and finding more 
then fame or opinion; he © 


began totaſte.their nature 
lo well, as he entertaines, 
{ loves, and ownes them art 
4 length, and with ſuch 
1] zeale,, ashebecamea pro- 


feſlor, yea a teacher of 


{ them, firſt to his wife, 
| children, and family, and 
* after to' his friends, land 
| familiar acquaiatance ;i& 
| in compariſon, ſeemed to 
| neglect all other .affairesy 
| intending! eyer-to! pool 
Tals 


am 


-| 


a7 


E this maine point, that TVe 
muſt wholly, and onely de- 
-pend on the free', and utt- 
changeable love of God in 
the death of Chriſt , as the 
onely ſure way to ſalvation, . 
And this was the ſumme ; 
of all his diſcourſe, and | 
this continued for the- | 
ſpace of fixe yearcs or | 
there abouts; evenſolong 
as this fire could keepe it | 
fſelfe within private wals; 
but at length it brake 
forth into publique mee- 
tings . fo as the whole 
Province of Padua daywy- 
ned by the luſtre: thereof- 
AFhe Clergic finding the: | 
trade: 


- 


© ——— 


FrancisSpita. 
trade of their pardons to 
decay ; and their Purga- 
tory tO Waxe cold: , began 

to 'beſtirre- themlelyes - 
oloſing their ations firlk 
with. calumnious aſperſi- © © 

ons upoh the whole pro- 
feſsion, then:more plain- 

ly flriking at Spira with 
grievous accuſations: And 

to-- effect their purpoſe, : 
ſome promiſe labour , 0- 
thers favour, ſome advice ®s 
others maintenance ; all 
joyne todevide, eitherhis 
foule from kis body, or 
both:from God: 

Now as Toby -Caſa 
the Popes Legate' xd 


OE OE PORE — —— 
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at Venice, being by birtha 


Florentine; and one that. 


wanted ineither malice a- 


gainſt thoſe of this way; 


nor craftines ito effect his 
malicious purpoſes :. To 
him theſe men. xepaire 
with outcries againſt Spj- 
ra; that heewas the man 
thar condemned the recei- 
ved rites ef the Church, 
_ deluded the Ecclefiaſticall 
power, and {candalized 
the policic thereof , one 
of,.no meane ranke; being 
a man of Account and au- 
thoritic , and thereunto, 
learned ache Scriptures, 
clegaiigin ſpeech; andin: 


One | 


| 


Francis Spira. 
one word, a dangerous 
Lwutheran , having alſo 
many diſciples, and there- 
fore notto be deſpiſed. 

At this began the Le- 
gate to caſt his eye onthe © © 
terrible alteration that 
lately had hapned in Ger- 

\ many, where, -by the 

{ means of one onely Lu- 

| ther, the Romiſh Religion 

| had ſuffered ſuch a blow, 
as that it could neither 
bee cured by diſsimulati- 

| on , nor defended. by 

| power , but the Clergie 
| muſt either mend their 

| manners, or loſe their 
dipnitics: on the other 
wn, = 
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ſide, when he ſaw how 
propenſe the common 
people inhabiting in the 
bordering countries of I- 
znly were to entertaine 
thoſe new opinions, hee. 
now thought it no time 
to: diſpute, orperſwade » 
but with ſpeed repaires to: 
the Senate, and procures 
authoritie from them to: 
ſend for Spira. 

Spira by this time had: 
conſidered with himſelfe 
of the nature of his car- 
riage,, how evident and: 
notorious it Was: and 
therefore fubje&:to- bee: 
enxicd by ſuch, as neither 

lked!' 


Francis Spira. 
liked his perſon nor Re- 
ligion, he perceived that 
his opinions were nei- 
ther retired nor ſpecula- 
tive , but ſuch as aymed 


at the overthrow of the - - 


Romiſh Faction » and at 
change of Policie , 
wherein at the beſt, he 
could expect but a blou- 
dy victory, and that his 
enemies wanted neither 
power nor occaſton to 
call him to account in 
Publique, when he mult 
cither Apoſtatize, and 
ſhamefully give his for- 
mer life, yea his own con- 
fciencethe lye, or indure 
the 
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the utmoſt malice / of his 
deadly enemies ,, or for- 
Gke his wife , children, 
friends, goods, authoritie, 

ea, his deare Countrey, 


. and betake himſelfe to a 


forraigne people, thereto 
endure a thouſand , mi- | 
ſeries, thatdo continually 
waite upon a voluntary | 
exile. Being thus diſtract- 
ed, and toſſed inthe refb- 
leſle waves of: doubt; 

without guide to truſt LO» 
or haven tofye'to for {uc- 
cour, onthe {ſudden Gods 
| Spirit alsiſting , he. felt a 
calme, and began to diſ- 
courſe with ' himſclfe in 


this 


Francis Spira. 


this manner : 
Why wangreſs thou thus 
in uncertainties, unbappy 


man;z caſt away feare » þut 
on thy ſhield, the ſhield of 


courage, thy g00aneſſe > thy 
| conſtancie : 2 remember that 
Cbriſts glorie lies at the 
ſtake , ſuffer thou without 


feare, and hee will defend 
thee, hee will tell. hee-what 


thou [hals anſwer ; hee can 
beat downe all danger, bring 
thee out of priſon, raiſethee 
fromthe dead : confider Pe- 
| ter inthe dungeonsthe Mar- 
ryrs inthe fire , if thou ma- 
| kefb a good confeſſ 042 thou 


mayeſt 


t atth . Where ” thy wonted - 


14 A Relation of- 
- mayeſt indeed goe to priſon, 
or death, but an eternall re- 
ward in beaven remains 
for thee , What haſt thou is 
thu world comparable to e- 
zernall life , to everlaſting” 
happineſſe ? if thow dof 0- | 
therwiſe,thinke of the ſcan» |} 
dall;(common people live by | 
example , thinking what e- 

_ Ver & done, tt well done). 
feare the lofſe of” peace and 
(oy, feare hadeath, and ex 
 Fernalt trath ; or if thy 
QGeſhbeſo ſtrong, astocauſe 

zbee to doubt of the iſſues flie 
thy countrit . . get thee away, 
though never ſo 0 far, rather 
. thendenie the Lord of Life. 


Now 


Francis Spira. 
Now was - Spira in 
reaſonable quiert., be- 
ing reſolved 'to yeeld to 
theſe weightic reaſons, 
yet holding it wiſcdome - 


Y hee conſults alſo with 
J fleſh and bloud ; thus 
J the battaile doth re- 
new, and the fleſh be- 
ginnes in this manner : 
"Bee well adviſed , fond 
man, confider reaſons on 
both fides , and then judge: 
how canſk thou thus 0- 
Terweene thine owne ſwuf- 
ficiencie , as thou neither 
regardeſs the — 
of thy <Progenitors ; 


p 


Fco examine all things , - - 
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tbe judgement of- the whole 
Church. ; doſ# thou nos con- 
fider what miſerie this thy 
' raſbneſſe will bring vhee 
- anto? thou ſbalt loſethy ſub- 
Vance, gotten with ſo much 
care and travell, thou ſhalt 
undergoe the moſt exqui- | 
fete torments that malice it | 
ſelfe candeviſe, thou ſhall 
bee counted an heretique of 
all : and tosloſe up all, thou 
ſhalt die ſhamefully. What 
thinkeſt thou of the loath- 
ſome ſtinking dungeon \ the 
bloudy axe, the burning 
fagot, are they delightfull ? 
Bee wiſe at length, and 
keepe thy life and honor , 
y thou 


Francis Spira. 
ihthos maift live to do much 
good 30 good mens 4s God 
tommands thee , thou maiſt 
be an ornament 30 thy Couns+ 
trie: ' and put caſe thy Coun- 
tries tofſſe would bee of ſmall 
efteeme with thee. Wilt thou 
j bring thy friends alſo imo 
i danger ? thou haſt "begotten 
children, wilt thow-now\ cut 
tbeir throats, & inhumane* 
ly butcher them , "which may 
in time bring honor to their 
Conntrie, glorie to God, 
helpe and furtherance #0 bus 
Church? poetothe Legates 
weake man freely confeſie 
thy fault, and helpe all theſe 
miſeries, Thus did the 


Cares 
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:dedhe'gdes to the. Legate 
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cares of this world, and 


the deceitfullneſſe of |. xis 
ches; choke the good Seed 
that was formerly ſowne; 
ſoas fearing ; hee: faints, 
and yeclds \-unto the. al 
lurements of this preſent 
world, & being thus blin- | 


at Venice, and ſalutes him 
with this news. © 
- - Having for theſe-divers 
' yeares entertained, an opi- 
nion concerning ſome Arti- 
cles of faith , contrary to. 
the Orthodox and: received ' 
Judgement of the Church -. 
and uttered many things a- 
gainſtthe awthoritie of the 
 Charch 


Francis Spira.. 
hurch of Rcome:;'' and the 
biverſall Biſbop  Tibuin- 
lie acknowledge my-fault, 
nd errour, and myfolly in 
sfleading others: [theres 
re yeeld my [eff in alt obe+ 
ence 0: the” Supreme» Bi- 
hop; into the 'boſomernfvhe 
barchiof Rome : neverto 
lepart again: from the Tya- 
titions and Decrees of the 
20ly Sex :'T ans beartilyfor- 
ry for what & paſt; and 1 
humbly begge pardos forſo 
Bgreat anoffence. 


-"The-Legare cr adring 
_ Spirato faint, hepurfues 
him tothe utmoſt, hee 


cauſerh a recitation of all 
B his 
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his Exrours robe drawune 
in-writing, together” with 
the Confeſsion:annexed 

_ toit, and: commands pix 
r4'to: ſubſcribe bis name: 
there which accordingly, 
he did then the Legate | 
commands him to:retuon.. 
to nis owneiTowne. and ; 
thete to declare this Con- 
{e&ion of his, and to ac: 
knowledge the whole dos 
etrine of the. Chureh: of | 
Rome to be holy,and true; | 
and to abjure-the: Opint- 
ons of Luther, and 6ther 
ſuch Teachers , | as falſe, 
and herericall : ; Map knows 


_ hr hopinning of fiune, hut 


who 
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who boundszhe iſſues there- 

of ? Spira having once loft 

footing, gocs' dawne a- 

| maine, he cannot liay, nor 

| gaining the Legate . but -. 

3 promilſeth to accompliſh 

7 his whole will and plea- 

2 ſure; he {oone addrefleth 

#& himſelfe for his Journey, 

{Y- and being onward in the 
way ,, bethinks himlſelfe 

|} of large ſpoiles hee had 

3 brought away from "the 

p Conflict with the Le- 

gate: What glorious £6- 

ſimonie he had 'given of 

his. great faith, and con- 

ſtancie in Chrifts cauſe; 

and to'be plaine,how-ina> 


B 2 pioully 
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pioufly hee -had *denyed.. 
Chriſt, 2nd /his Goſpell: at 
Venice; and vyhat he pro- 
miſled to do futther.in his 
oyyn Countrey ; and thus | 
partly vvith fear,and part- | 
Iywvithiſhame being con- * 
founded, he thought. he | 
heard a voice ſpeaking un+ | 
tohimin this maner. 4 

Spira , What doeſt thou 
here? whither goefs thou? \ 
baſt thou unhappy man, gi- | 
ven thy band-writing to the 
Ezgate at Venice, yet fee 
thoudoeſt not ſeal it inthine 
owne Countrey : doeſt thou 
indeed thinke eternall life 

fo 'meane, at that thoy pre- 


ferreſs | 


Francis Spira, 
 ferreſt thu preſent life be- 
fore it? doeſt thou well in 
preferring wife and children 
before Chriſt? 1 the windie 3 
applauſe of the people, bet- _ _ 
ter indeed then the glorie _— 
God';. and the poſſeſſion of 
thu worlds good more deare 
Po.thee, then' the ſalvation 
of thine owne Soule? ir te 
ſmall uſe of a moment of 
time more defireables then 
eternall wrath tr dreadfull> 
Thinke with thy ſelfe what 
4 Chriſt endured for thy ſake, 
| frit not equal thou [houldeſs 
| ſuffer ſomewhat for him? 
Remember, man , that the 
ft ferings of tha preſent 
B ; life, 
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hfe, are not comparable to | 
the glory that ſhal be reveal- 
ed: if thou ſuffereſs with | 
him, thou ſhalt alſo reigne + 
with him : thou canſtnot an- | 
ſwer for what thou haſt al- 
ready done , nevertheleſſe, 
the gate of mercy ts not quite |. 
ſhut , take heed that thou 
heapeſt not. finne upon ſinne, 
left thou. repent when it pil 
betoo late. 

Now. was Spira in a 
wilderneſſe of doubts, 
not knowing which way 
roturn him, nor what.to 
doc, yet being arrived in 
his owne Counrey , and 
amongſt his friends, with 

ſhame 


Francis:Spita. 
ſhame enouphihee relgtes 
what he-had:done and 
vwhar he had furcker pro- * 
miſed'zo-do'; and how 
thetertors dEGod'on the 
onedide;)and rhe! terronr 


1 of this wodld pi the o- 


ther ide, did continually 

racke him 5and booſant 
hee defired of -themrad 
vifein:thisJodoubrfull a 
caſe; his : friends/:upon 
{nall deliberation: an- 
forere ei]; that i itwasrequi- 
fire het (hbuld rake heed 
thaccheei:did-nort in! afy 
wits betraychis vie rand 
children; -2and ” all” his 

triends intoxJanger.,* '(ee- 
1907) 0) B A. ing | 
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 - ARelationof | . | 
ing.chatby;ſo-ſmall amat- | 
ter as thebreciting' of a 
little - Schedule) - which } 
might bee done-in' leſle | 
ſpace then half an-houre, 
he might both: free. him- 


ſelf from preſent danger; 


and preſerve many. that 
depended upon him-;ads |; 


. ding moreover, that +he 


could get no: Creditinre- 
lenting:from that which 
he had already in; greateſt 
part performed: - before i 
the Legate 'at YVeni#e, and | 
that in the perfectaccoms 
pliſhing thereof, tictle 'Oor 
no diſcredit coyld: ariſe; 
more then what by:the 


former 


Francis'Spira - | 
former action alrexdie he. 
had- ſuſtained: 'on': the 
other ſide, if he did-not 
performe his . promiſe 
made tothe Legate:, he 
could: neither  difcharge 
himſelfe- of - the ſhame 
which he had alreadie in- 
curred ; nor avoid farre 
mo:e. heavie and infup- 
portable injuries, then. 
probably he ſhould have 
endured, if he had perfiſt- 
ed obſtinately- in his for-- 
mer Opinions... ', 
- This was thelaſt blovy 
of the battell, and Spira-: 
|- utterly overcome, goes to - 
_ the. Prior 5. and: proffccs. 
CREE, > 


"2& .. DJARelationof | 
to performe; his foreſaid | 
promiſe made'to the.Les 
gate,, who in the meane i 
time had taken-order to | 
hayeall things readie,and | 
had ſent the inftrument 
of abjuration fſ1gned by | 
Spiras to the. Pretors by - | 
the hands of a certaine - 
Prieſt, Allthat night the 4 
miſerable. man! ware out |. 
with teſtlefle cares, with- 
out any. minute of- reſt; | 
the next morning being, 
come, he gets up; and be- | 
Ing readie, hedeſperatcly |] 
enters into the publique 
Congregation ,.-. where 
Maſle. being vaniſhed Jin | 
SE 


NanivSfibe- 29. 
tht opheſete? of Friefids 
ArenctaRe” and 6fthe 
whole Afemblie': batig 
by-eflimitioninecte evo 
Og: :People'," yea, 
and'of Heaven ic ſelfe; he 
revites that infamous AY 
jurationyword for'word, . 
a iriver written it" hit 
ingdone; he: was fined at 
- chifrties pieces of gold; 
| whithihe preſently paid: 
|. fivevphereof were viven 
 ro'the Prieſt that brought 


cherabjurarion; he other 
fave were” 1m». 
plviedicowards the ma- : 
_ king ota' Shryneto put'the 
_ On; then wagſhe 

| fent 


my y-—_ 


A 4 Reltion f 


fent home reFored co his 
Digajties; goods» Wife: 
and children: No ſogner 
was he departed; :bythe 
thought | he heatd adire- 
full voice, ſaying to him; | 
Thou wicked i thou © 
haſt deniedmegthoubaft re- 
 pounced the cavenant>of- thy 
abedience, thou baſt broken 
zhy vow ; hence HpaStates 
bear with thee. the ſernence 
of | thy eternal danination: 
he trembling and qua- 
king in body and miinde; 
Clownin 2\woun ; -re- 
liefe was at hand for the 
body, but from'that time 
forepats he never found 

_ any 


\ 


E 


_mially: 


Francis Spire. 
any peace or eaſel of. his 
minde; bit continuing in 
unceſfant. tormetits ,: he 
profeſled: that he vas Ca- 
pival 1inder'- the © xeven- 
ging hand of. the great 
God :that he heard-canti.. 
that fehefilb ſen: 
rence! of: Chriſt; chat juſt; 
Indpe-= that he knew he 
waz utterly; undone : that 
hecould.nejther hope for. 


grace ,, nor-Chrifts inter- 


ceſiofh with God-the Fa- 
therrini his behalfe « #hus' 
was: his: fault:everhedvy: 
on his heart, and eyerhis! 


judgement before bis cies.) 
Now Reganineg] friends' 


; Tome 


+) 


. - *q- ® 
i vt OO IRNTty * 
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22+ 4 Relation sf © 
| forne:of- thietw co repens 
ro) ave i2of > "their raſh 
counſell;:others nor looks 
ing fo high asthe-judge< 
mentof God; 1aidallotlic 
blame upon his Mctan= 
cholickesconſticurion+- 
thari dverfiradowing' this! 
judgement; * vwtouphe in 
kim zkindeof madrnefle: 
eycrie onecenſuredias his' 
fancieJed him ,-yert forrs-: 
medie all tagreed in, this,” 
to ufe.:both the -vvhole= 
ſorne helpe:of Phyſicians; 
andthe Pptous :adviſe of 
Divines,>::and'therefore> 
thought itmect toTonvey: , 
himofPatuaan Valvtr- 
2] = 


| 


Francis Spira. 


ſitic ofnote where plenty 
of all manec+ of -meanes 
was tobe had:'this they 
accordingly ; did , - both 
with this wife: children; 
and whole familie, FTE 
alſo of his friends accom: 
panying him: and being 
arrived at; the houle ob : 
one Tames Ardin in Saint 
Leonards., Pariſh; they! 
ſent for three Phyſicians 
of moſtnote,, who upon 
due- obſervation of: the 
effects, and of other ;Syin-: 
 ptomes-of his Aiſcaſoqab 
{ome private: conference: 
one with: anather,among: 
theralslyes, returned theig 

"Ho verdict 
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A Relation of- 
verdict in \this-:maner, 
viz; Fhat they could not. 
diſcern that his body was 
afflicted with any danger 
or- diftemper originally 
fromicſelt,. by reaſon of 
the over-ruling of any hus 
mour; butthatthis 'Mala- 
die of his did: ariſe from _ 
ſome grief, or paſsion of 


 Iisminde;, which being 


overburthiened, did fo op- 
preſſe che ſpirits, as they: 


_ wanting free paſlage, ſtir- 


red ap many ill humours, 
whereof thebody of tman; 
is full; \8&rheſe aſcending: 
yp:into the braine; trou- 
bled thefancie, ſhadowed: | 


Tp _ the- 


Frandts: Spit. 
the (cat'abahe judgement, 
altd foi\carrupted 2 this 
was the fate: ogy: his dil- 
cale; \and; that; ourward _ 
pat | chat was. viſible.co | 
theeyeofnarure; this they I 
eadeavoured-to.reforme 
by purgation,, either - te 
conlu me; £Or At leaſt di- 
vert the coutle! of ;thoſe * * 
hizoess framithe brain, 
butall chein g&j}}; cred 
nothing; -\hish 1oTpitig 
noting; aid: >| 4lds-poore 
men<how farne wide are yu; 
do yom thinkaithati #hu-di 
Jeqſe i&.\$0"'be] | curedoby a> 
tions? beleeve.: mee: there. 


__ bee another mayer of 


rim medt- 


- 4 f = 
..- F "Vu + 
: > 
F 
_ 
y 6 
Ly 3 
, 
= 
* 
® 
x 


A Relatiowof: 
medicine it ts neither poti: 


ons, plai Rergznor drug ger, 
that can help a fainting ſou! 


caſt down withſenſe ff finne; 
andthe wr ath of God, iti 
onely Chritt that muſt bebe 
Phyſician 3 and the Goſpel 
#hefole Antitotes 71111 77 

The! Phyſicians eafily 
belevved Him ;afrex rhey 
had onderftood thewhole 
tnith-ofithe matted! and 


therfore thiywiſhedim 


ro) ſeeks. ſome :ſpjrimuall 
cornfore. :By-chisrime- the 
fame" ofiti\thisnmanoyas 
ſptedioves.alb Pans zand 
the-ncighbaursCountrie; 
Buryerabunig Was 2 


Man. 


Fragcis Spirs. 
man of. Eſteeme; partly 
becauſe 'as'the diſeaſe: {o 


the occafion was eſpeci- 


ally remarkable ; for this _ 


was.not: done in a COr-= 
ner : ſo: as daily there 
J came multitudes of» all 
{orts to ſee him: ſome our 
of curioſitie onely to-ſee 
and diſcourſe » ſome-out 
of a pious deſire to'trieall 
meanesthatmight reduce 
kimzocomforc tOr 
at leaſt 'to: benefit: them« 
ſelyes, by ſuch a ſpectacle 
of miſcrie; and'of ttic ju: 
ſtice'of -God.. Act 
theſe, Paulus Vergerius 


Biſhop of Tuſtinapoid, & 
Maitheus 


37. 
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Mattheur' Gribaulaw , de- 
ferve. eſpeciallyzo be na- 
med, as the moſt prin-- 
cipall labourers for this. 
mans: comfort. They 
fade him now about fif- 
tie yeers of age , neither 
afte&ted with the dotage 
of.old age;,nor vvith the- 
nneddiithe:: head-ſtrong; 
palsion- of youth; but in | 
the ſtrength: of. his expe | 
_ rienceand judgement; in 
a burning heat calling ex- 
ceſsrvely for drinke, yet-_ 
bis nnderſtanding active; 
qaick; of apprehenſron, 
vvirtiein-difcoutſe above 


m_ s oldie maners and 
CN —_ 


8 Francis Spire. 
Bj udicioutly: oppeſreathip 
Bicicnds'laboured rhimgby; 
JF ail-fairomeoancs.to.reccive 
ſcmontourehabens, Hhkick 
he: obſtinatehy»cgain-Gys) _ _ 
ing, they: forcibiy\iufulcd. 
ſome. liquid: ſuſtenance 
into hismouth,, - nay tek 
whichhe.ſpic:ouragaine;\ 
exceedingly chafing, rand: 
ig this fretting mood; of 
his, ſaid: As:tis true thai : 
all things work for the heff ton 8.18 | 
to thoſe that love God, ſoto : 
the wicked/alliare :con» 
f trary :forwherea @plemi- - * 
I 4a, off- ſpring tr tbe bleſging © 
of God, and bis reward, be- 


| Reeſe #0 the-weak - al-afly 
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of their aged parents ;.to me 

tbey are'a caufe-of: bitternes. 
and vexation, theydo ſtrive , 
to make me tire\out. thin wi-' 
fertt ;rpoutd fainHe' at au. 
end uldeſe etve not thirdeal-: 
ing . attbeir hands ; 'O that 1 
wore Gone frombence, that 

[omedbeayi would let ont. thu 

Weary. Soul! 

His: - friends. ſaluted 
him,and askedhim,what 
he conceived to: bee the 
cauſe of his diſeaſe; forth- 
with he:brake out into; a 
lamentable diſcourſe: of 
the paſſages formerly re- 
lated, and that with ſuch 
paionate Elocution;thar 


he 


Francis Spita..... 

he: caſed-wing, rodveriie. 
zd&mohcecemble; They 
cantrarily\ iro <\comfart 
himg: propqunded many, 
of God; promiſes recargi4. * 
ed 1r- the! Sertptute ;; and 
1 manycxamples.of Gods 

meicie:Myfera({(laid he) 
igrearen thad tha merayof 
God. Nay, an{weredihty, 
| the mercyof God is aboye + 
allfin "God Wwould-havec 
allmen robe: faved 1h 
true (.quoth.he) be. would 
hzveall that he bath etefied, 
20: 08.Javed ;hermauld: net 
have. damn 2d reprobates: fo 
bs ſaved: I-am.ove of that 
uber; cl: knot iter 


av - willingly, 


( 
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probe lite Calo lde, 


WI Roliin off | 


pitiughyy" andragciaſ-> my 
wa domed cOhdfe 
and I feele that he.hurdens/ 
and-will -not fuſfer; 1087.16 
boys: 7 2911 2104qF bV2 104 
"Afceriſoqme Gledre) vhe .; 
abked him deg the * 
did inet beleeystharDo: ' 
Qtineii( £0: beers) or | 
vwhich hee vas :atculed | 
before: the Legate ; + hee 
anfwered--1 diddeleoyt is 
whon' tdowyedit 51 but: 110i 
\T weither beleevethat ,- nor \ 
the Dotrixe of . the. Ro- | 
wane Church: ; *T beleeve 
nothing,'I have no faith; no 
muſt, no hope\, Tam'a Re- 


who 


3 Francis Spira. a 
who rafting away all bope of 

mercy, fell imo deſpair, and 
my friends doe mee greas 
: Ewrone;that theyſuffer menos 

$0 g0t0 the place of unbeles- _ 
' vers 45 T juſtly deſerve. © 
Y Heere they beganne 
" ſharply ro rebuke him, 
Jr<quiring, and charging 
Shim that in any wile he 
#$ did not violate the mercie- 
Fof God; to vvhich he an- 
#fwered : The mercie'of God 
exceeding large and ex- 
| 7ends to all the ele, but 
q not to mee, Or any like to 
* mee who are ſealed up 
| 20 wrath : I tell you I de- 


F ſerve is, my owne conſcience j7* 
6 COn- 


[ 


r "= . « 
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condemnes me . what ueed- 


came. ( ſaid they-)to take 
away finne, and calling] 
for a book, .ney read. un-! 
co him the paſsion of 
Chriſt, and coming .to 
his nayling to the Crole, * 
Sura ſaid : This indeed ti | 
comfortable to ſuch as arey 
elefed,but as for me wretch, | 
they are nothing but griefe” 
and torment, becauſe I con- \ 
zemned them. Thus roaring 
for grief,and toſsing him- | 
ſelf up & down upon the ; 
bed as he lay, he intreated 
them to read nomore : As : 
Gribauldu was coming | 
ro. 

- | 


Francis Spira. 
co ſee him , Vergerim (aid 
to Spira, Deare Sir here 1s 
Doctor Gribawldw, a 
godly and faithfull friend 
3 of yours,come to lee you: 
f He « welcome (laid fee ) 


1 but hee ſball finde mee ill; 
| Gribauldus replyed , Sir, 
F this is but an illuſion of 
# thedevill, whodoth what 
7 he canto vexe you; but 
7 turne you to God. with 
1 your whole heart, and he 
# 15 ready to ſhew you mer- 
? cic-thecarth you know 1s 
7 fullofhis mercie, itis He 
b thathath ſaid, that as oftes 
5 ds a finner repents of bf 
finne, he will remember bs 
C2 finnes 


46 


Lu&.22. 


"87 Te 


conſider the Thiefe that - 


A Relation of” 

funes-nomore. ''Conliderfy, 
this in the exampleof Pe-£, 
ter that was Chriſts fa-Y. 
miliary and-.an' Apoſtle, F: 
and yet denied him thrice : 
with an oath, and yetGod | 
was mercifull unto. him: * 


ſpent his whole life in }; 
wickedneſle, and for all 3 
that, did not God graci- | ; 
ouſly reſpe& him in the | 
laſt n minute of his life ?. Is } 
-the Lords hand now 
{homned that it-cannot * 
fave?rochis Spiraanſwer- || 
ed, If Peter grieved | 
-zzand repented, it was be- | 
SemiſeCt Chriſt bcheld him \ 


. ,, with 


Francis Spira- 

, With . a, mercifull  eye;- 
\andi in that he was par- 
,; Jdoned, it yyas. not be-++ 
J >, cauſe be wepr, bur bes: 
q,, cauſe God was gracious 
3,,to him ©: but God r& 
2, {pes not mc;andthere- 
2,, forel ama reprobate: I . 
J,,feelno comfort can en- 
g ,, ter into: my heart, there; 
; is no; place there bur: 
,x onely for torments-and. 
| ,, vexings ef fpirig :'I: tel 

you my cale 1s properly 
,,»Mine 0WwNn;NO Man ever: 
- was in the like plight, 
Jandeherfer my ſje 
is fearfull. 


- Then roaring out 1 
C 3} the 


5 $ 
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the bitterneſle of his ſpi- 
rit, ſaid: It ts a fearful 
thing tofall intotbe hands of 
the living God - the vio- | 
lence of his paſsion and 
aftion ſutable, did a- 5 
maze many of the behol- * 


_ ders, inſomuch as fome | 


of them ſaid with a whiſ- | 
pcring voice, that he was } 
poſſeſſed, hee over-hear- *' 
ing it, faid: Dos you | 
doubt it > T have awbole | 
E egion of devils that take | 
#þ- their dwellings within | 
me, and poſſeſſe me at their | 
owns ; and juſtly too , for 1 
bave denyed Chriſt. Whe- 
ther did you that m_ 

Y 


Francis Spira: 

ly or not?(faid they.) Thas 
lnotbing tothe purpoſe(laid 
Spira) Chriſt ſaith, whoſo- 
q ever denies me before mens 
7 him will I deny before my 


1 Father which in beaven: _ 


3 Chriſt will not be denied, no 
4 not inword, and therefore 
} # « enough, though in bears 


Ss Inever denied him. 


They obſerving his di- 
ſtemper to ariſe Ape the 
ſenſe and horrour of the 
paines of hell, asked him 
whether he thought there 
were worle paines then 
what he: endured for the 
preſent; he ſaid, that he 
| knew therewere far worſe 

C4 panes 


A Relation of 
paines then thoſe that hee 
tben ſuffered > for the'wic- 
ked ſhall riſe totheir jadpe- 
went but they ſhall not ſtaud. | 
in judgement : this I trem- 
ble to thinke of. : yet do:T \ 
aefire nothing more , then | 
that I might come to that” | 
þlace , where I'may be ſure: 
zofecletheworſt, andiobe- \ 
Freed from fear of woys fo. 
cndaecty 212; 5 | 
I buc you are to conſi= | 
der ( ſaid one) that" thoſe 
opinions for. which -you 
vyerc accuſed before the 
Legate - FVere: implous; 
and therefore you are not 


to. thinke you" detiyed 
Chriſt, 


_— "uu - x FR. 
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Francis Spira. 
Chriſt ,. but :rarher - that | 
you confeſlcd. hins,' ac 
knowledging the infalli- 
ble ruth of the Catholike 
Church. Truly (faid-he}Þ 
—_ I did deny thofe 0pimi-- _ 
| I didthink them-to be . 
_ and yet 1 aid es ; 
them.” | 
Goto (aid othices} now- - 
then belceve thar they are+ 
not. Now 1 can cid he): 
God wil norſuffer me ro be- 
leeve them, nor ruſt in'bn". 
mercy ; - What would: you -- 
have mee do?'l would Fain. - 
attain t6 Lied power 9 but. 
| cannot thoush | ſbonld pres. 
ſenrl bee burnt for it. -Buit- 
C5 . why : 


ae 
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why doc: you ( {aid the o- 
ther ) eſteeme this ſo grie- 
vous aſinne, whea as the 
learned Legate conftrain- 
ed.you. to it, which hee 
furely would: not have 
done. if your former 0- 
pinions had not: beene 
Erroneous? no, good. 
Erancit, the devill beſets 
thee, let not therefore the: 
gricvoulneſle of thy ſinne: 
(if any ſuch bee)) amaze 
thee... ,, Youlay right (re- 
,» Þ1yed be) the devill hath: 
Ny 0g and God: 
,»tiach lefrme ta hispow- 
> er ;:forl findel cannei-- 


— - — _ -. > ww a RV. —— w——— —— 


»2her belceye: the Golpel,. 


_ 


. ; * 
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Francis Spira, 
,nortruft in Gods mer- 
: © cie; 1 have ſinned a- 
,, gainlt the holy. Ghoſt; 
and God by his im- 
\-murable Decree., hath 
F* bound mee over wo per- 
,,petuall puniſhment, 
» without any. .hope--of 
n " pardon ; Ir is. true. that Ren. 9. 


the greatnes of ſinne; or Rom 
,,the-multitude of them, 
:- "cannot bind Gods mer- 
,, cie:: all rhoſe many ins. 
" thar.i in the former part: 
,, of my life I have com-. 
” mitted, thendid not ſo - 
- much copblal me», for [ 
” truſted that God wonld. 
— not lay them to''my- 
we ,, charge: - 


bp 


7? 


II. m—_ 
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, ,charge: but inowcha- | 
, Ying finned againſt-the. 
, holy Gholt,: Gad: hath. 
» taken away from meall 
» power- of ' repentance, 
»and:now- brings all: my 
, finnestoxemembnance, 
Kr \ andthus guiltie:of. one, 
= guilty ofall. Audthere- 
.,, foreitis no-matterwhe-- 
,,ther my ſinnes be great 
,, or {mall} fevv 00:many.. 
,,theyare: ſnokias Chriſts 
3; 'blouds nor Gods mercie- | 
belongs td mee: God. | 
,, vill have- mercie:-on - | 
4 \ vyhom- hee-yvill have - 
»-mercie;z and vvhomy he 
»will he —- is 


lt: 


Francis Spira: 
»it:thatrgnaws/my heart, 
"the hath bardued mec, 


,,and-I findethat hedaily | 


,, more and more. Pri 
,, hardeni me; OI; 
,, fore amout. of hop < 
» 1 feele-it s and heratite 
,zcannot-but. deſpaize:' I. 
,jrcll you, there was never 
oaks monſter as Tam, 
,never vvas man alive a 
E \[pefacle of ifo' excecd- 
,,ing milerie :,-b-| knew. 
\ that juſtificatiowisto be 
2 ” BG by Chriſt, and 
,, I denied, and: abjured 
mY co: the-end I m 


\ keepe this fraile Ph 
;þ from: adyerhitie, {and 


ity | + MY; 


56 A Relation of . 
,» my children [from 'po- 
2» vertie, and now behold, 
,, how bitter this life 1s to 
,,mee; and God onely 
,, knows:;, what ſhall be- 
»» come ofthis my familie, 
,, but ſurely no good is: 
2 likely to beride it, bur. 
, rather daily worſe and 
, wortke, and ſuch a ruine. 
At the length as that one. 
,, {tone ſhal not be left on. 
-» another. 
But why ſhould you. 
(faid Gribauldw) conceit 
{o deeply of:your /ſinne.. 
ſecing: you- -cannot bur 
know that -manie have ' 
— Senicd Chriſt, yer-never. ; 
= $68" 


Francis Spira. fr. 
fell into deſpaire? ,, Well 
,» ( ſaid hee) 1 can fee no 
» ground of comfort for 
,» fuch, neither can I war- 
,,rant them from Gods 
4, revenging hand in 
,» Wrath; though it plea- 
| ,,ſ{eth God yet to ſuffer 
,{uch to be ia peace : and. 
,» beſides, there wila time 
,,-of change come, & then 
,, they ſhall be throughly. 
,,tried :. and if. it: were. 
,,aot ſo. yer: God is juſt 
,,1n. making mee. an Ex-. 
,,ample to others, and L 
»» Cannot juſtly complain: ] 
| ,,there-is no puniſhment. 
» great bur. have de- 
172,, ©. ela 


58 A: Relation of. 
,,.lerved © it, for. this [o 
heinous. offence : I al- 
,, fure you it is no: ſmall 
,, matter to denic Chriſt, 
,andyet itis more ord1-. 
,znarie then commoenty, 
men: doe cenceive. of ; 
J;Itis. not adeniall made. 
,,ocforce a Magjiltrate as it, 
, 1s with-mee; for-as of- 
,,ten as a Chriſtian doth 
»,diflemble the knowne 
,,truth:; as ofcen: as hee. 
,» approves of falſe yyor-. 
, thip,by preſenting him- 
>; {elfe at it, -fo: often as 
,z hee doth not! . things. 
,, worthy of his calling, 
,z or fuchthings as are un-. 

ITT » worthy 


Francis Spira. 
,» Vvorthy of his calling, 
}lo _ often hee denies 


z9 Chriſt : thus did [. and | 


,» therefore am juſtly pu- 
g3 niſhed forit. 

Your eſtate (quoth Gri- 
bauldas ) is not fo ſtrange 


as you make it; Job vvas: 


ſo. farre' gone, that hee. 


complained God had ſet 
him” as' a marke againſt 


hins: and David that vvas: 
42-man after Gods: ovvnie- 


heart, complained” often 


that, God had forſaken 
him, and vyas become 


his enemy; yer both receir 
_ved comfort again !'com- 
fort your ſelte therefore, 

== | God 


19 
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God will come at length, 
though he now ſeeme far 

oft. 
» O Brother (anſwered 
,» Spira) Lbcleeve allthis; 
,,the devils beleeve and 
,, tremble; but David was 
,, ever eleed and deare- 
, ly beloved of God, and 
>, though he fell yet God 
,» cook not utterly. away 
s, his holy Spirit-,- and 
, therefore was heard 
,, When he prayed , Lord 
» bake not thy boly. Spirit 
from mee: but I am- in 
,, another caſe, being ever 
,,accurled from the pre- 
, (ence of God: neither 
1, can 
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,, can I pray as he did, be- 

,, cauſe his holy Spirir is 

,» Quite gone and cannot 

,, be recalled, & therefore 

,,[ know I ſhall live in 

,, continuall hardneſle fo. - -- 

,» long as I live: Othar I 

, Might fecle bur the leaſt 

,, {ſenſe of the-love of God 

,,£o mce, though bur for 

,; one {mall moment, as I 

,, now fecle his -heavie 

., wrath chat burnes like- 

,.the torments'- of hell 

,, within me, and aftlicts 

,,my Conſcience with: 

,» pangs unutterable / ve- 

,,rily deſperation is hell ir 

, (cle. 
| _ Here 


| 62 
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Heere Gribauldw (aid, 
I do verily belceve, Spire, 
that God having (o ſe- 
verely chaſtiſed you tn 
this life, correcteth you 1n 
metcie here, that he may. 
ſpare you hereafter, and 
that he hath mercies ſeal-_ 
edup for you in time. to. 
come. 34 

Nay (ſaid Spira-) bence 


doI know that 1 am a repro- 


bate, becauſe hee afftifteth 
mee with hardneſſe of heart: 
Oh thatmy body hadſuffered 
all my life long » ſo that bee 


 wenid bee'pleaſed toreleaſe 


my ſoul and caſe my Conſei- 
ence, thi burthened Conſci- 


ww ence! Gri- 


' Francis Spira; 

Gribauldw being defi- 
rous to caſe his minde 
from the continuall me- 
ditation of his finne ; as 


alſo to ſound how for the 


| preſent he ſtood affected 

- the Romiſh -Church; 
asked him what hee 
thought became of - the 
ſoul-s of.men fo ſoone as 
they departed out &f £ the 
backs: to which hee'A an- 
ſwered. 

Although this be not ſo 
fully revealed is Scripture. 
yet I verily beleeve thatthe 
ſoules of the Ele& yo pre- - 
ſently to the Kingdome of 


glory;ant not that they fleep 
with 
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with the body as ſome do 
Imagine. £30 | 

Verie well, ſaid one of 
the ſpectators, why do 
the Scriptures then ſay, 
that God brings dovyne 
to hell, and raiſeth up? 
ſeeing it cannot be meant 
of the eſtate of the ſoule 
after death, which as thou 
ſayeſt, cither - goeth to 
heayen without changes 
or to hell without re- 
demption : it muft be un- | 


_ derftood of the cftate of 
the ſoule in this life; like 

that wherein thou art at 

this preſent : and often- 


times we ſee that God 
{uffers 


1.5am. 2. 


Francis Spira. 
ſuffers men to fall into the 
jaws of deſpair, :and yet 
raiſeth them up'again;and 
. therefore deſpair nor, but 


hope; ir ſhall bee even 


chus with thee in his good - -- 


times» 

Thu «the work, ( quoth 
Spira) this the labour ; ; for 
I tell you, when I at Venice 
did firſt abjure my prof eſsi- 
on, and (0, as it were, drew 


an'T ndenture , the Spirit of . 


God often admoniſ/ts mee. 
and when as Cittadella , I 
did.» as it were , (et tomy 
ſeale, the Spirit of God of - 
zen ſuggeſted to me, Doe 
n0t write Spira,do not ſeale; 
2.t 


\ -2 C . " Ed. 
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| get TI refiſhed -:the Holy 

' Ghoſt, and tid both'. and at 
that very preſent” E did evi- 

' dently feele. a wound infli- 

' Fed in my very will , ſq al- 
though Tcan ſays Uwould be- | 
leeve, jet can | not ſay,l 
will beleeve; ; God bath de- 

wed me he power of will, 
and tt befalls me in this my | 
miſerable eſtate, arwith one 
that tr faſt in irons, and bis 

Friends coming to fee him, 
doe pitic his eftate, and dee 
perſwade bimto ſhake off bus 
fetters , and'to come out of | 
hit bonds ; which God knows 
hee would faine doe, but 
-rannos, the tr my veric caſe. 

Y You 


; "Heartaly Spies. | 


| your preſwaile mers beldevs: 
how faine would T do its but 
cannot? Ocnow'T cannot. 
Then violently graſping 
'his Harids tdgbthes, - and 


hvld CGid he)'T'um Prong, 
yet byYitele hd lievle I detay 
"ated conſume,” and my 'fer- 
| vants would: faine preſe erve 
thir iveary life ; but at lengtb 
Dh6 HH of Gol muſt be done, 
and Iſball periſh miſe zrably 
as T Meſt erve:rejoyceve 4 


rYaiſtng \ hintſeſfe up: Be- -- 


roms in the Lord, bleſſed, Plal, 32. 


| are you whoſe hearts the 
Lord hath mollified. © 
1 Fherafter'forke pauſe, 


"I's ponderfull, I earneſtly 
D _ 
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 defire. to pray,to..Ged with 
E; heart, yet I cannot: > Iſes 
my. damnation, and. 1. Ynop 


my remedy # onalyin Chrift 
| Jet 1 cawnas {et my. ſelfe: to 
4y bold on-#t 3. ſuch: are 
h heppilbmens of; the dam- 
ned..rthey\ tanfeſſe whas.Id 
mfeſſe; they repent of theiy 
loſſes of heaven," they ewvie 
\ m5 \Bletþs. yet. their (36 
_pentance doth thew no fa 
For they cannot mend their 
'  wayes. 
As he. was thus ſpeak- 
_ .ing, .he obſerved divers | 
flies that came about hirh, 
and ſomelightedan} him: | 
"Behold (-faid. hee.) ew 


allo 


| Frangis Spira. 
alfo-* *Belx 
hi banquet ,yo0u foal ; 
ly ſee myend >. aud in me an 
example: 10 many of the :joir 
ftice © [Jndgemews of Gag. 


Abour this time-came  - 


in cyvo:Biſhops with di- 
vers; :Schollers , of > "the 
Vmiverfity., one of them 


| being Paulu Ve ergerius.,, 


having: obſerved. - Spire 
more then any: othet ; pbe- 


ing- continually - conver- 


fant with him, told:him 
his eſtate was ſuch, as'ra- 
theriftood inneed of prai- 
erthen advice: and 'there- 
fore. defired him to: pray 
wich him in. the: Lords 

D 2 Prayer, 


ebuh, * Sjonifics 
COR: bÞ the m of. 


Df-Þ> flies. 
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Proper > Spada 


andhe began: 121111, 
*% Orr Pale” Ark i 
Proen ) ceherrtbtcaki 
forth" intoxearts; kewioje 
ped; bur ithey id; Ic is 
veell;your-grieftis 2:g00d 
1rgne10,, I bevvhile (:laid 
he) "my: miſcrie ;-'for'T| 
35 percerve [ am forſaket 
z;of Godzand: cannot call 
to him-fronrimy heart, | 
as was Wont + yet | 
letrus go ons. land Verge | 
FIMRS. ef 011) 25 : 
+ Thy xCinyelohe cine!) | 
-@iLiord ( ſaid i8pira)) | 
3sbring mee allointo-this 
+ Kingdomei, -1'bcfcech | 


33 thee 


FrancisSpira. 
,zthee ſhur-meeinotoft, 
Then comihg 0:2 thoſe 
words, Give w thi. deyour 
aaily bread, he.added ,,Q 
,s Lord,lhavecvoughand 
> abundance to teced:; this 
bs carcafle/ of :mine!, bue 
- there is another bread; 1 
;:humbly beg che: bread 
,of thy: grace; vwithour 
Which] know-Lambur 
za dead man. 


- +, Lzeade us 0t rinto tem 

ptation ;') 3: {eeingi\'Locd 
,, that] am brought) inco 
,» temptation., helpe mee 
» Lord that I may eſcape; 
,.the/enemic hath» over» 
,» come ; helpe mee; Ebe- 
D: 3 ,feeck. 


__ #Rilationof 
,. feeclvthee' to'overcome 
this crelt Tyrant. : 
i» Theſe thingshee ſpake 
With 2 mournfull voice; 
the teares trickling down 
abundantly; and expreſ- 
fing ſuch':affetion "and 
arr , as turned the 
owels of thoſe 'there 
preſent, . with griefe and 
compunction, they'then 
turning to Spira, ſaid: 
Yon know that none can 
call Chriſt Teſw the Lord, 
but by the Holie Ghoſt : 
you muſt therefore think 
of:your felfe according to 
thar"ſoftaffetion , which 
you .*expreſſc in. your 
F139: prayers, 


Francis'Spita, 
prayers.,'1 inferring there- 
by thi God'- hath not 
wholly caſt you off ; or 
bereaved you of his Spirir 
utterly. 


ra) this T'call' on him to 
my. - eternal damnation; 
for 1tell you againe it is a 
thew znd unheard of eamplc 
thatyou findt in me *-if Tw- 
dis (laid they' Y had but 
outlived his? Aeves & which 
by nattire He vibe have 
done, hee riight have 
tepented , and Chriſt 
would have reterved him 
tomercie; -ahd- yet hee 
finned moſt grieyoully 
HQ D4" againtt 


"I perceive ©( ſaid Spi- 
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againſt his Maſter, which 

did fo cſteeme of him. As 

to honour him with the 

dignitic of an Apoſtle, and 

did  maintaine- and feed - 
him : Hee anſwered , 

\ Chriſt did alſo fecd and 

,, honour mee, neither yet 

is my. fault one jot_leſſe 

,,then that of ..his ;.be= 

" cauſe i itis not moreho- 

- - ,zNour to bee perſonally 

,,preſenc with. Chriſt ig 

».he fleſh, then to, be.in 

his preſence now by 4l- 

” luminaipn of his "oy 

k \. Spirit.: and. belides.., 
\. denie ithat ever oy 

> could. have repented, 

how 


% 


Frandis Spita- 

,» how long ſever hehad 
» lived; Fl grace - Was 

\, Quite taken from him, 

945 It is now fromme. 

O Spira (ſaid they you 
know yow arc in-2{pii- 
tuall-deſertion ; you muſt 
therfore oedabeewt what 
Satan uggeſts,. he-: was 
ever a lyar from-he-be- 
ginning, anda meere' Im-. 
poſtour ,,and , willigaft;2 - 
thouſand lying fancies tw+ - 
to.your minde, to beguile - 
you-withallyou-muſt ra. 
ther beleeve thoſe whom 
you judge to bein good 
eſtate, and+-more:able-ro- - 
—_——_— then your e 
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ſelfe;; beleeve'us, and wee 
cell you; that God will be 
_ mercifult{unto you. 
 Obere-# the knot ( aid 
Spira) I wowld I canld be- 
leeve. But Icanwot: 


Then he beganto rec- | 


kon'up- what fearefull 
dreames and vilions', hee 
was \ eofitinually  rrouw- 
 bled*withal}; that hee 


- fwthedevils come floc- 


king- into- his/ Chamber, 
and-about his bed:, ter- 
rifying him with ftrange 
noiſes;: that theſe were 
not-fancies, but thar hee 
faw them as really as 
theftanders by--and thar 
tre Wa beſides: 


4a — — cw 


Francis Spira: 
beſides thefe- outward 
'terrorshe felecontiniually 
a racking: torture 'of his 
minde-Jand'ia 'continuall 
burckery :9F: his eoHſci- 


-ence, beinpthe very-pro- -- -- 


pu pangs of the damned 
hesinkello- 
:-Cafb offs theſe-firicies 
{ faid:Gribarildm)theſleare 
burillifions hamble your 
klfe :inahd aſinLe- of 
God- randprliſe him. 
>The dead praiſe not 
»theLord (an{wered he) 
nor they that” gowown 
"ines the pir * ; bee that 
jyare drovened '117' de- 
R- ; ſpaire; are 'deid- and 
0503... are \ 


Plal.6.g. 1 


*” Oy I » q 
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'Y arcalzeadiego ne-down 
,; into: the-pit; : wie hell 
,»can there be worſe then 
,,deſperatian;; :0n:\what 
22 greacerpurijſh ment? the 
» gnawipg, worme:', + un- 
,, quenchable- fires. hor; 
» rour.,, conflyuon:, and. 
»(wkich 4 is worls then. 
,z all )deſperationcic felfc 
»» cominually tortures'me; 
and; few  Iconnt- -my 
,» preſent; - eſtate-;; worſe - | 
Haw my ſoule: (ſep a- 
»rated* from' my. bodie) 
, Were.- with'- Indas and: | 
»the-reſt of the damned; 
,,and therefore; . I-novy- 
defi rather to be there,. 


then. 


A © - 
Erancis'Spita. 


;;bodie;;. a) 
One beivg proſe; re- 


children. forſake my Law © 
andwalk nogia myjudg-. 
mens z:l, will vidag their 
ran grefsions With, ods, 
aadtheir-iniquities, wich 


frripes z,nevertheleſſe,my 
3% ch kindneſle, 1 xvill 
not. Li tzhe from 


them norfuffer my feich- 


 fulneſſe to faile-:: Marke - 
| this:, Q Spirs >;my Cove-- 


naidtl will: wks 


— 


Spend belang onely: M9008 


peated certain wards Out 
of. thei Bſalwes.: \. If;; ty Plal. By. 


\Theſs': thromyſes- 4: laid; | 


DS: > 


;:3 then: Ahusta, live. in the: 


— 
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Fett; which if tompreit; may. 
'* . fallimofin, but arv' oetine 
lifted up and recovered out - 
as the-Propbet ſaith , though 
_ befall,be fballnot be WI Cy | 
lycaft downs, for the' Lord 
upholdeth him: Thorefore 
Peter could riſe, for Ve was 
EleBed, but- the v 
when theyfall'c caunor-riſe as 
x4ine, as appeares in Caitr, 
Saile } and Tudas i; God 
teules ne | way with the 
Ble&, arid another "4 with "I 
Reprobates, = 
- The next dayi he prey 

ed with them-in the La-. 
_ eine cpnguetand thatwith 
: aA. a56ut- 
wardly 


"4 4 l -, 4 : AS oy 
= = a 


Francis ; Spith. 


wardly appeared , bleſſed 
bee God (faid Vergerim) 
theſe are no ſignes of e>. 
ternall* reprobation: you 
muſt not, O'Spir 


a, {eeke 
out the ſecret counſels of 
Gods eleQion” and ' re- 
probation ; for no man 
can know lo long as' hee 
lives whether ' by. his 
good*or bad "deeds hee 
bee worthic of Godslove rr, 7 
_ er anger : doe you -noti; ” " 
know that” the* Prophet 
David: complained thar 
God. had caſt” off "his 


«"* 


Soule: V} VRIES AI v8) 
Pp phos all 167 F quoith 
Spire) E know the" hen; 


4 
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of God are infinite , and dg 
ſurpaſſe. the finnes of the 
whole worlds and that they 
are cffeuall to all that be- 
leeye,but thu faith, and this 

hope, us the gift of God, 0. 
that he-would give it mee! 
buz. it «48 impoſsible as. to 
drinks up the Sed. at 4 
draught : as for that of So- 
 lomon) if he had ever tri- 
ed that which] feele by woe- 
fall experience, bee: would 
never bave [þoken as bedid; 
but the iruth 9., never ha4 
mortall man » hn uch an-evi-: 
dent experience of Gods: an- 
ger and hatred againſt \bims- 
BE: ood: 


_— 


Francts.Sptra. 


good eſtate », thinke tepen:. 


taxce and faith to:be-workes 


| fore you thinke-it an cafic 
matter 82 perſwade a matito 


beleeve : the whole ,neea-not 


the Phyſician ; and: be that 
i well, can ſqone_givesoun- 
[ell roſuch as are ill ; but this 
1 the hellto:me . my heart ti 
hardned., I cannot beleeve, 

xy at's called, Mini ow are 


be RY —_ wc —_—_ 
(faid they )do you .con- 
ceive ſo ill-an opinion of 


your felf> {+ + 6 
Tone didknow God 
z9 00! .be miy \Father, ot 


onely 


+ F, . *4 
. by 
n : *7.% 
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of greatfacilitie, and there- 
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; ofiely' by" creation: but 
,, Þy regeneration,Tknew 
, tim by his 'beloved” 
25 Sonne R the 'author [and 
,, finiſher of our Salvati-- 
» 0n;:Icould'pray to himz: 
3 andh OPpe for pardotr of \ 
,, linnes from hiny; Thad: 
»3 4 taſte | of his {weet- | 
9) nefle; peace. and com-: 
9 fort: now: *contrarily, 
,,I know': God' not as'a-. 
>, Father but as an enemy;: 
,,whac more'?' my heart 
2 hates God .and ſeekes to 
» get-aboye him : I have. . 
» nothing elſe to'flie:to; 
j> but rertour anddeſpai re 
'Bcliko/you think then. 
r= (aid | 


Francis 'Spita:. 8 
(ſaid 'they ). that thoſe: 
who havethe earncftand. 
firſt fruits.of Gods Spirits 
may notwithſtanding fall 
away? 

;] The judgements of re 
"> " God are a deepeabyfle, 
»» ( [aid he) wee are; Gen; 
» drowned if. weenter.in- 


,, tothem; he that thinks 
" he ſandeth, lethim take 
" heed leſt he fall ; as for 
,y my ſelſe; -Iknow Fam 
; falne backe ;:; and thax. 
x ©I once did: khow the. 
-;rruth ; though / it. may, 
" bee not ſo>throughly : I 
= ' know not what elſe-to 


, þlay,but that Lam-oncof 
,, that 
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» that number, -'which 
»» God:hath threatned to 
gecarein pieces. 

Say. not ſo ( anſwered 
they) for God may come, 
mr at the laſt houre: 
keep hold therefore, at the 
leaſt by hope. _ 

3» This (quoth be) 15 my. 
»»Caſe, [tell you Þcannot, 

-God hath deprived'mee. 
F of hope;this brings ter- 


,zrortomy minde;;! and. 
»» Pines this bogie which 


,, now is ſo weake, as it 
cannot performe the ſe- 
\ verall offices: thereof : 
'ofor's as theEle& havethe 3 
b bs teſtifying that 
, they 


» they: are the-ſonagsrof 


Jz Gods {o theRep robates 


,, even whilethey -lives do 
often fecle awormetin 


» their conſcience, where - 
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,, by they are condemned - - 


Fi "aleeadib; and therefore 
;3as ſoone: as I: perceived 
this wound inflited:on 
» my minde and-will 3-1 
knew that I wantedthe 
,» gifts of-:[aving.- grace; 
» and that I was utter 


,, undone God.chaſteneth 1 Cor: 


+. "bills children: with tems 


,,they may. come as, gold © 
,-Qut.of the fire;;-but. pu- 
;nt{heth che wicked 


” with 


be 3 Zo 


» poratic afflictions, Ahat Ron.1- 


tas hd - _ 
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mb 
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/>with'blindneſſei antheir 
" underſtandings)& hard- 
Fe neſſe of heart; and woe 
5 betofach;, from whom 

:-God takes his holy <3 
STI. [162-2 

: Here one rebuked him, 
an cold bim;he gave too 
muchcredit ro lence, that 
hee 'wis not to: beleeve 
himſfelfe ;- burrather him 
that 'was ina goodeſtare, 
and T teftifie to:you ( ſaid 


 he)tharGod:will be mer- 
cifull to: you. 


Nay( akofand he) Fa 


| becauſe I am in tha ill e- 


ſtate; therfore can | beleeve 
BONE! but what # contrary 


70 
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Francis Spira, 


:0 w1/alvation aud. comfors. 
but you that are ſo'confident 
. of your good eftate, look that 
it beerue , for iti #0 {[urb 
[n mallmatier 10.be. afſured of 
ftaceritic:.4 man had need © 
bee exceeding ſtrongly 
grounded is the Truth ,"Þe-- 
fore hee cay bee able to af- 
firme ſuch a-mattier 'as-you 
now Abe. it, tr not: the per- 
fo or mace of a few outward 
duties » but 4 mightie COM- 
ſtant labour, with. all intes- 
tron-of heart and Aﬀetion; 
with fulb, defire. as 4 
Vour> continually toſet forth 
Gods glorie , there muſ bee 
anhiter po ef LS 
| Inquir 


Matth. 7. 
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"A Refvion of 
Inquifitors" "Priſdns »©0r 
any death whaiſo 08Ver. ma- 
wie thinke themſelves had- 
piothat Are 108\; iÞN0 Wor" 6- 
Veric one thatfanh' "Lord, 
Lord ;\that Jon: a” 'to 
heaven. oF 

"They caindanothes day 
and found-hini with is 
eyes fliuc;; as'if hee had 
beene drow2icy and vu 
loath * t&'> diſcourſe>*" 
which time che in © 
alfo* a grave :man-+from 
Cinadellu) repho deniands | 
edtof Spira, iÞ hee knew | 
him, ot net; he lifting'ap | 
his eyelids: and- not fid- | 
_ temembribg+#hins, 
the } 


Francis Spira. 

the man (aid to him, Iam, 
Presbyter - Antonie Fonta- 
nina, I was. with you at 


Venice, (ome eight weeks 
ſince: ,, O\curfed day 


)z (aid; Spira) O curled No 


,» day O: that I had. ne- 

,z yer gone thither, would: 
R: God I had then dy 
cd! 
Afterwards came: in a 
Prieſt” called Barwardi> 
1 . Sardonew : bringing 
with him a booke of Ex- 


{ orcilmes» to conjure this 
|. devill: whom when Spira 
| ſaw, ſhaking his head hee \ 
ſaid : 


tam verily perſwa- 


,, ded 


”» — o 
. Þ, . - 
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A* Relation of 
,jided indeed , that: God 
,;hath. lefr :-mee 10 the 
power ofthe devills: 
but ſuch they are, ' as 
,;are notto bee found in- 
,, your Litanie : neither 
Will they be caſt out by 


| ſpels. -FThe:: Prieſt pro-. 


ceeding..itv his' intended 
purpoſe; with a ſtrange. 
uncouth geſture, and a 
loud voice, adjurcd the 
Spirit to come" into 'Spt- 
ra's tongue, and 'to an- 
ſwer. Spira deriding his 
iruiclefle: labour, 'with'a 
irgh' turned from him. 
A Biſhop being there 
preſent, | {aid tO Spiras 

brother 


— FraticrsSpira. 
brother” God * hath © pu 
verene ints the Word AP 
$acrarhetits: 2nd vve have 
uſed the ne meanes; and 
finde *nor” (that effe&t 
which wee deſire : ſhall - 
werrie clic efficacie of the 
Saerandents, ſurely if you 
take 1 its iThue Chriftian 
oughr! to receive the oofy 
and bloud of Chriſt” 
wilf proove a ſoverai ne. 
medicine for your be 
ſoule. 
\,This I cannot 46 
3:6 anſwered. hee ) for 
,» they that have no right | 
0 the promiles »: have 
E 2 no . 


- ARﬀkdaue 
1>n0 right t-3he. ſcales: 
. ,, the. Euchariſt was ap- 
K opined onely. for. be- 
cevers :..it Wee. have 
E , Not faith, wee. cateand 
 =x9Y »drinke judgement to 
, our ſelyes: I received it 
" about a month ſince, 
,, bur I did not well in ſo 
doing , for I, rooke it 
2 \by confiraing ,, and fo 
I rook it to my deeper | 
,, condemnation, 
| Here PVergeriw began 
to ;importune him car- 
neftly to beware that 
hec did not wilfully reſift 


Brace, and put himſelf out 
of 


Francis Spita. 
of heaven + charging him: 
vehemently ,”by all 'the- 


love thatiwas betiveene 
them : by the love which 


hee Bs to his childrehy - - 


yea to his owne ſoule:. 
that hee would fer him« 
ſelfe ſeriouſly, ro returfie 
to that faith and hope, 
vwyhich' once © hte had 
in the -deach 'of 'Chriſt; 
with many ſuch like 
words-: Spira 
keard muth of | the'like 
niarter formerly : arid be- 
ing ſomevwvhat mo- 


ved;ſaid, ' You doe buc 


» 3, 


at Fergerines, what 
artſy I. hope? why 
LOT Ee E 3 & houll 


havitig 
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» 1bould I beleeve? God 
» hath taken faith, from 
mee: ſhew.mee then 
» Whither I ſhall goe-: 
»Thew ' mee an haven 
-, Whereto I ſhall retire: 
» you tell mee of Gods 
-»mercie, when as God 
» hath caſt mee off: you 
» tell mee of Chriſts in- 
»» terceſsion , I have de-' 
»» Nied him: you com- 


2 mand mee t0 beleeve, 


Rar I ſay F carinot.? | you 
»»bring mee no -com- 

» fort : - your command | 
» 1s/as.impoſible for mee 
»t0-obey,. as: to; keepe 
»»the Merall. Lavv. If 
Elo:  - wyou 


Fu rancis as Silk. 


,, you 'ſhouldi:perſyvade 
,2.ONCTO love Gyd:| with 
,) all his hearr, fouke and 
» ſtrength ; and \.God 


"= © 


- = 
« % 
" d 
i o 
+ 
DO 
LY 
= o 


,) gives | him. not! the 
,, power, . can hee Þet-" © 
,» forme _ your  defire.? 


,, doth not the Church 
,,tcach us to ling, direct 
- 24 Us> O Lord, to love thy 
- Commandments: *: hy- 
7 gy” ſay that they 
ove- God | with. "all 
;, their' heart, but. they 
"ye: for my part, I will 
,» hot lye,' but cell you 
" plainely. ſuch is my 

,,calc, that though you 

"ſhould never ſo much 
E 4 1M- 


J, 


I). 
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importune mee 
zzto: hope” :or' |beleeve, 
94:though I deſire it, yet 
op cannot : for God ( as 
3a puniſhment of my 
” 1 ckedneffe ) hath ta- 
,, ken away from me all 
his ſaving graces; 
- faith , , hope, and all: 
,, [am not the man there-. 
\ fore that you' take 
,, mee for : belike you 


hb I delight 'in 
,}this eſtate , if I coal; 


.* ſparke of hope of .a 


,, better ' eſtate © hereaf- 
ter; [ wor not re- 
oo " fule to .cndure the 


: molt 


,> Conceive Bm the leaſt 


' # WET. > F p S "%. . F h Cw = 
3% L Feed Ev - 
- 4 
d = 
Franc 29 Sp rs. 


» moſt: heayie- —_— 
of the” _ of 


» great” God yeh 57 for 
twenty hodkind yeers; 
-'f> vthac'o1- miſphe- at 


£ pled th attaineto?the 
of that” miſetſe* 
” which I' now know - 


will: bee crernall,; bus 
> 1'tell you, my” wilt 
1 is wounded: who 

,, longs more to 'be- 


- leeve then'l doe?” bur _ 


"all the ground-Wworke 
" of my hope is © quite 
»/FOne for if the te- 
-ftimonies - bf": > holy 
© Sctiprure bee true (as 
2 »they are molt certainly 
IETY - 5 tuc) 
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»{r0e,) Is Not this [{AS$; 
»-LFC17 whoſoever de- 
»&yecs mee. before; men, 
». him ( ſaith Chriſt. )-will 
».[ denic; before, my Fa- 
» ther which) is it hea-. 
».Ven/2-is not this proper- 
» ly my caſe, as if it had: 
S: purpolaly.. beene! in- 
##rended againſt this ve-. 
».Ty perſor:of mine? and, 
,»[pray-you, what ſhall 
» bes of ſuch:. as 
»», Chriſt denycth; ſceing 
» there - is no: other 
 »»Name under heaven, 
 »Whereby you-looke to 
» bee {ayed > what faith 
2»0ALnt Paul to the 
by 2. Hebrews? 


_ — _- ww Qua a — at 


Francis Spita: 40H 
;, Hebrewes >: It is: I9- Heb6 * 
\poible for thoſe who 
,» Were "ONCE enlightned, 
and have taſted of the 

2; heavenly gift, and:were 

,, made partakers of the- 
- Holie Ghoſt ,-+ if they 
,. fall away; to be/renew- 

ed to repentance, what 
, can bee moreplaine a- 

F: ,, Sainſt mee 2[s. nor that 
,, Scripture: alſo: if: wee- 

,, inne wilfully. after and 10.26 
,, wee have: reccived the - 

\ Knowledge of: the- 

,, truth, there-remaineth 

| .,no-- mere. ſacrifice. for 

}  ſinne; bur -a: > certaine. 

jJooking -for.:of judge- 


| ments: 


JT» 


we => 
* bh. © © 


= 


——ww 


,z ment : the : Scripture 
, ſpeakes 'of mee, Saint 
>... »» Paul mmcanes me, Saint 
"3 Peter tells mes it had 
| ., been: better I' had not 
" knowne the way of 
\Riphtcouſaeſle , then | 
5) "after 1 have knowne, - 
,,torurne from the holy | 
,,commandement: if it 
- had beene better I had 
.,not knowne, and yet 
- then my condemna- 
, tion had beene moſt 
” certaine : doe you not 
" ſee evidently , thar L | 
© have wiltully denyed 
a " ohe knowne truth ; | 
»»may juſtly expect net 
,, encly 


Francis Spirac 103 
,, onely damnation, but b 
- 93 worle ; if worſe May 

, bee | imagined ? - God 

|| ,,will have mee under- 

| 3 goe the juſt |-puniſh- . 

| ,, ment of my finne;, and 
,,make mee an example. 

,, of his: wrath for: your. 

| yt >; BYV) 

The companie pre- 

| fent), ie his Fl 
courſe, ſo: grievoully ac- 
culing himſelfe of - his 
fore paſt life; fo gravely - 
and wiſely dilatings con- 
cerning the- judgements 
of God., that they then: 
were -- convinced». that: 
x 'Was:\;not  frenzie+ or 


madneſle, 


4 Relation of 
madnefle;; that had: poſ- 
feſfſed -him : and-' being - 
as it were, in admirati-: 
on -of: his:eſtare , Spira 
proceeded againe In this 
manner, Take heed to. 
your ſelves, it tr no _ light or 
eafie matter fo bee. a Chri.. 
Pan. it tt not - Baptiſme, 
or reading of" the Sert- 
ptures, or Tonftink of faith 
in Chriſt ( though even- 
theſe are good”) that can 
proove- one to bee an abſo- 
lute Chriſtian-: you. know 
what IT ſaid before , there 
muſt bee a conformitie in 
life.” a Chriſtian muſs bee 
frong', uncongquerable;: 
—_— ot. 


Francis Spira, 1056 
not carrying as obſcure 1 
profeſvios ,.. but. | reſolute: 

exproſring the image of | 
Chriſt; and bolding out 


againſs: all 'oppoſition- ts - 
the laſt: breath-: _hze . maſs 


give all diligence by righ- 
tcouſneſie, and belineſſe to. 
make his calling and ele- 
tion [ure : manie there are 
that ſnatch at the promiſes 
tn the Goſpel, . ax-if they 
undoubtedly. did beleng: to 
them, and yet they remaine 
flupgiſh > and ' careleſſey 
and beeing. flattered by: 
the things of thi . preſent 
world, they paſſe in: their: 
wm e in quictneſſe: - and 
Jotus- 
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onely happie men; whom #18« - 
vertheleſſs the Lord inbir 
providence hath ordained 0 - 
eternal wrath ; as you may 
fee in 8; Lukes rich:mas, 
thu it wat with metherefore 
take beed. 

-." Then came one of his 
Nephews .:and offered 
him fome ſuſtenance, 
which-he diſdainfully re- 
fuſing, ſomoved the yong 
mans choler, that he char- 
ged him with hypocrite 
and difsimnlation,. or 
frenzic, to whom'\Spir 
ra. pravely :: anſwering, 
Bs TE 
SC  Fou 


Lukas. 


Francis Spira® 109 | 

\Yow may interpret the 7 
matter as youwil:; but Tan 
(ure, I am uot oucly the A- 
for, but the argument, and 
matter of the -Tragedie, 
i I. would it were frenxgie, 
either fained or true; for 
if it were fained, I could 
put it off at pleaſure, if 
it were a real frengies yet 
there was ſome - hope left | 
Hof Gods | mercie, whereas : 
Enow there's none; for I 
know that God bath” pro- 
nounced mee an enemies 
and yuiltie of bigh' Trea- 
(on \againſs hu Majeſtic; 
I. am. a caft-away , a Vuſ- 
ſaile- of wrath: yet dave 

| you 


A Relation of 
you call it diſſembling and 
frenxie'; and can mocke- at. 
the formidable example of 
the heavie wrath of God, 
that ſhould teach you feare 
and terronr ; but it Uu natu- 
rall tothe fleſh; either out of 
malico or ignorance, ' i» 
ſpeake perverſly of the 
wor kes of God, the natural 
man aiſcerneth not of the 
things that are of. God , be- 
ean{ethey are ſpiritually di. 
ſcerned. 

Hoy can this be ( ſaid. 

Gribauldut ) that you can 
thus. excellently. - dif 
courſe of the judge- 
ments of God, and of ' 


the 


£0" bv - 
© . 


Francis Spira. __ 
the graces , of his. holie 
Spirit, that, you finde the 
want, of them, and ear- 
neſtly defire chem, and 
yet , you thinke © you 

are utterly deprived of 
them? 
T ake thix for certaine 
(laid hee). I want the 
maine grace of all, and 


that whicb i abſolutely ne-. 


cefſarie ; and God doth ma* 
ny times. extort moſt true 
and ſtranye teſtimonies of 
his Majeſtic juſtice and 
Wercie.; ya. out of the 
monthes \ of: Verie repro- 
bates, for even Iudas , af- 


ter. bee had betrazed ' bu 
| Maſter , 


169 


17D 4- Relation of 
Mat. 27.4 Maſter » Wal conſtrained 


to confeſſe hit finne, and 
to juſtifie the innocencie 
of Chriſt. and therefore 
if I doe the like, it & no 
new or ſtrange matter: 
| God bath taken faith from 
mee and left mee other 
common gifts » for my dee- 
per-- condemnation ; by how 
much the more I remam- 
ber what Thad, and beare 
others diſcomſ 4: of - wha © 
they have, by ſo much the 
more ir my torment , it that 
| F know what | want: and how 
| there's no _ Fe "me woes 
ved.. : \ 


Thu ſpake tlevs 


Ann CS 


Frangis Spira;. am _* 
reares,., all ; che; - while 
crickling. dawne ; - PIO» 
telsing.-' that... his. pangs. 
were. luchs'; as. that. the 
damned wights.in hell = 
cadure not the like mi- 
ſerie; that his eſtate was 


worle., then-that of Cain 
or Tudas ; and | therefare 
hee defired to die: I 
bebald. ( ſaich- hee ); te 
Scriptures are accompliſh 
ed in mee; they. /ball defire 
to die > and death [ball flie 
Sfrow. them. And verily; 
hee: ſeemed exceedingly 
ro. feare» leſt _ his life 
ſhould. bec drawne our 
Fro. a longer thieed : and 
_-: finding 


Rev.9 6. 


of Relation * 


finding no-caſe ; or reſt; 
ever and-Arton'cried out: 
 Omiſerable wretch! O miſe- 
rablewretch'! then tarhing 
ro-the” Compabie, hee be- 
fought Then in this -ma- 
_ ter. il. 
'»O Bredbwbn Hike: 
Hep heed "86" your" life;” 
make more account of the 
gifts of Gods Spirit then T 
have done; learne to\'be- 
ware-my miſcrie, thinke not” 
You. are aſſured Chriſtians, 
becauſe you undertand' 
ſomething of the Goſpel. 
take heed you grow 'not'! 
ſecure on that ground; bee. 


conſtant and immioveable' | 
in | 


= , p oY - %. > 4 '4 *. o X  _ 
- # o TS a ER 
p B: 


Fang __ .oo 


*N cif leah wy you bee called 
© thereto ; beethat loveth fa- 
"Nl ther, mother”, brothers | fi- REN 
ſters,ſ onnes-daughters kin- 
dred, houſes, lands, more 
| then Chriſt; tr nov worthy of 
im. 
| Theſe words - (- faid 
| they ) doc not ſound like: 
the words ofa wicked re-: 
K probate. *< 
T doe but herein imi- 
tate ( ſaid Spira )) the rich: 
8 Ctatton in the Goſpel, who 
Rrthough in hel, yet wat 
I careful that bis brethren 
RE /bould wot come - to that- 
" place” 


A Relation of 


place of _ torment; and 1 
ſay ta.you Brethren, take 
beed of thu miſerable eſtate 
wherein 1am... 

Thea... cyrning .him- 
ſelfe to. certaine . yaung 
mea. that vere preſent, 

hee defaxed. themto con-- 
ceive him aright ,, I 

,, do not ſpeake this» to 

,» derogate from the. cer- 
,, faintie” of faving faith, 

»and the promiſes | of 
,,the Goſpel, for they 
»are moſt _ ſure, \ bur 
2,take. heed of relying 
,,on that Faith that | 
,, works not a haly and. } 
, unblamcablelife, wor: 


Tan: 


L'bave _—_—_ K: 
Cres Tad or 
- +;preacherÞ 1t! to TE, 
»b had all”  places- ' of 


ture; ; andin the meanc 
ark Þ Garckelly I be- 
HOKE now the judge- 
.- ments-of God have'@- 
þ5pwertaken lrnEe;;| Hot '@ 
: i oration bur $0x0n- 
 derrmation ; and.now 


ald haye-mes 
_ —_—_— 


[\ 


Francis Spira. 
-wilfully + with mine 
39 hands: ' pulled - dovyne 
,)this rampire ; behinde 


which. I might. have 
,z/reftcd! i 1n-: ffetie; iand 


| now: are the. fivelling IIa 


,-warers come even to.my 
zfoule-:; atld _ AL _ 
Ok 19701931: YL; 
One: of _ PR... 
friends / chanced to. fay; 
that certainly hee was-q- 


[ FErcoanme :: with oo 


48 chohe ; which being! o- 
b verheard ops A anne: 
8 ed: - AICIIEL EE 

: * Well, bee:it WA jt a 
. ing you. will needs 
cr it. ſo; for: = thus 
Flo. F2© als 


A Relation. © 
allo dsi Gods: vwrath 
,manifcftod againſt mee 
»/in that .heo hath taken 
»{xrdnmigmcc the:iuſerof 
mmipe':>}:underſtadiding 
Ahdvicaſon 21:\oras I 
,, call neather 'rightly "Cy 
z,fceme arid: judge of | 
my diſtemper.z-nor 
,;hope:of :remedic :you | 
»ſec Brethren, what: a | 
,,w>ttoppe i or >Rtay-iank 
,;things. rhart -cancerne 
,, Gods 'gloric ;-:eſpeci- 
,» ally ro-diſlemble upon 
| ;zanic rerrars ; what: 2 
L ,fcarcfull thing is 7it to 
..be neare >: and almoſt a 
C118; : » Chri- 


118 


Francis Spira. 
, Chriſtian ! never, Was 
,,the like example, 'to 

-, this-- of mine :'and 
\ therefore if you - bee 


5; Wile ,' you: will ſeri 


:, oully <conhder, thereof. Bin 


» Oh. Sen God :would 
,)1etlooſe his hand from 
53 Mee ;.that it vert witly 
zme. now ; 45: in) times 
13 Pailt!I would icornethd 
} threats of -the/\.,maſk 
,» &ruell Tytants ,.- beare 
}, corments' with. 'invin- 
;;Cible refelution, and 
»8loric: jn-the outward 

\'profelsion-:ob.;,Chrift; 

\, till ] were choked-.in 
''the faine , . and:\Tmy 
Sw 9319 F 4 boy 
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A Relation of 
,, bodice conſuls to 2 
ſhes. £5 

You ſay you are: to- 
erate, O Ben ' (faid 
they) why th en'doe you 
nor. ſtrive with ſome 
weapon or other, vio- 
lently to make an end of 
your life, 'as deſperate 
menuſe todoe? Let mee | 
havea ſword ( ſaid Spi- 
74 ) why. what ' would 
you doe with it ( quoth 
they) 1 canwot tel you (laid 
has ) what this minde 
pould 'move me 'to uþ0# 0c* 
cafion .- ' nor what I would 
doe... Pas ly 

$94 perceiving frmall 
cet 


þ 


FrancisSpirz:. 

effect of all-chis:[their:1a- 
bour ; bur rather thar he: 
grew _ worlc : for the a- 
voiding of. concourſe | of 
people , - for; eyerie>:day! 


ſeldome' fewer: theryyo.. 


contiaued witlrhim; arid. 
to; ſtop... the courſe; of. 
fame, which :was con- 
rinually blowne- abroad: 
f . of. him ;-they--confulr ro 
carty him; /backe: againe 
18g; his OW as: .Coun- 
ey: 4nd thoſe: his 
friends -that :came-;.to 
comfort: him y began /to 
take theiroleaves -of: him; 
Vergeriw-atmong:the reſt, 


required:-:that at | their 
-nmms F4 parting | 


<A V 
— + 
w \ 
FX 
if 
F® 
5 P 
ge 
\ 


> b - . C - : Y 
- hm } , 
F 
P ”- + 
- z % © 
6 . 


 JARelaionof * 
patting.chey>mighe 
Inr with go Bay 
74 hardly © conſented, 
and as onwillingly' per- 
formed: : 'for "he * faid © 
»»My':heart* is: ſtumped 
>», from God,” I 'cannot 
,,call bim Father from 
-» my heatr {all good 
»» motions ate now quite: 
5 gone , my\heart is full- | 
»Of.: malediction; hi- 
»tred, and”! -blaſpherate 
” againſt God ; I findeT 
»» grow more and more 
» hardned inhearr, © atid 
;rranirior: ; ſtoope ” nor 
,, belpe 'my ſelfe'; your 
a \ he gy tor 'mee : thall 
turne 


; Food. -. pt. 40t NLeE 
erearine, Came!ito 
ale his leave bfbhing! 
whom Spire cinbracitig} - 
faid, * Alohoughl know 
-; that nothing cay-brinp 
zany, bench !t0:2mge''s 
» Reprobate:; »'but*thar 
\ ,,cvcric thing ſhall tend 
,to my deeper condem- 
| , nation; yet4 give! you: 
,, moſt heartie''thankes, 
" for your: kinde” office 
” » of loveoand” 664 will] 


,,and the Lordi: rerdntic 
t unto-'your:t: with a 


F 5 plen- 


—— - 


A Relation of 
-uplentifullinoreale pt all | 
;g00d- z £103 V! > 

The next Tay oy ng 
brought downe. to" his 
imterded ;joutney; + by 
the 'way::looking xound 
about him :with a ghaſt- 
ly. laoke.; he-ſaw a _ 
lying _ : Table, 
which hee running; haſt 
ly. ſnatched hold of; as 


- intending - to- - /miſchiefc 


himſelf; but his: friends 
laying | hold; of- him, 
h- = him in his pur- 
C: \whereupon. with. 
End; gnatibn.," hee ſaid, 
-F: la Xx were. above 
2) God 


bg 
;yGog;; for Iyknowbee 
3h ; wilthave no\mercie on 


- rm. yi! 03 4310152545 
-02Fhns, vieat hevthlomne- 


wards! - ofreqcaying that 


he.envied the:condition” © 


ofc: Cam: and: 'Fudar:: hee 
lay zabout 5 
inthis caſe; mm a-continu- 
all. burning; - neither de- 
_ , hor receiving: a: 

ny:thing: bur:: by:force; 


Fee” that? ug diſk 
geſtion 2:f0. ſpene.; oc that 


hee. - pppeared. a perfect 
Anatonie-\;: 1 expreſcing. 
to the. view; -nothing. 


but: {1nevves and: bones; 
21112 yehement-- 


S 


eight weekes . 


oxi 


<ARZatian of 
ychemently! ragingo for 
doinkey;evor: pinarlg!; ye 


fearefull to live. 
dreadfull-of hell, qetico- 
yett ngdeathginacgutinn- 
all torment, yet-his'oven 
tormentor: and:thus con- 
fwming himſclfe. wich 
gricfeand: bernils impa- 
tience, and deſpair; likea | 
liviog! manin Hell , here- 
; preſcated an extraordina- 
ric example! of the juſtice - 
and power of:God: and 
thus { as:farre as appear- 
eth ) within a; feur.dayes | 
after his arrivall at his 
&. owne PR "YL, 


Fraticis Spirk” 
_—_— life. Yet an 


on” to rmiake us re- 


member, that ſecret 1bings 
b 


clong- bs tbe 'Logd- our 
God, but charitic to man, K--- 
ro reach | wee to hope Wo 


=_ | ; 
7 
ho, 
4 _ PLP 2 V 
. 
4 "4 8 &- 7 
+ 1jif S + 4 _ ” - - 
. 


at "ap \F S ' a + IT 
liz 44 L «9111 3835 979 Tis 
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57 70 has TT TO 
Farina en exam. 
ples: »of+: divine - . ht 
five, God; neyet incend- 
ed for 2a nine- 
wonder : elſe weatd hee 
when hee exemplifi'd 
Lots wiſe have turned 
herinto-a-ſtatue of melt- 


ing ſhow, not of laſting 
ſak, which. ſtood as 


Ioſepha tells us ,.till_ his 
ape, after the deſtrution 
of Jeruſalem : and as 
fonie Travellers report,. 
till at. this day : ut + pn 
dam: 


IIO 
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Francis Spira; 

dam hominibu proflavet. 
condimemum ' quo ſapiaht 
unde 'illud © eaveatur - ox- 
emplum ; Aug. de civitat. 
Dei. lib. 16:cap;30. for 2 
ſcaſon” againft'' corrap- 
tion , a /-preſervative 'a- 
gainſt | Apoſtacic;i3This 
Tragedic,” when 'trefh 
and new; was the" con- 
verſion. and confirma- 
tion of - ſuhdrie©-Wor- 
thies :YVergerius a” daily 
ſpeator thereof , forſa- 
king a rich Biſhopticke 
of 'Inſtinopsls , and'terits! 
of \' Antichriſt ;--wenr 
to» Bafil,. and'' dyed a 
4 worthy 
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warthy: P roteſtant; ma- 
WE. ns had: Eye 
witneſſes: -of their''owne 
Students.,,. then. ; in... the 
Vniverſatiey:- .of, .\Padua 
who; pranedi the Storic, 
the Copies whereof -are 
frequently reviyeds; our 
Engliſh; ones were yerie 
defeRtive | _and+ -:now: 
Worne out of ſhoppes 


and hands, ſundrie ma. 
nuſcripts of- this 'abroad 


imperfe&t , which: mo- 


ved ime to: compare this 


labour. of. 24 wothie 


Genileman'i( who! faiths 


ai *aſlaet? it out. of 
.  Traliaw 


——_— OC W_. 


| 


Wares Spita!- 
Ttalias \ - Franch , and 
Dazch Letters) with the! 
Latine” of' Calins Sachin" 
dur, Curio, Matibew Gri- 
bauldw ; - profeſſors | of 
the Civil Law'in Pa-- - 
due. -Sigiſmund' Gelous a 
Tranfitvaniar > -Henricuw 
Scot” -all daily viſitors 
of Spira. atd finde it ne- 
cord with them. Or 
ing '"Spiraes perſon;,*? 1 
fiade( moſt! Jearnied Wri- 
ters) to incline to'the 
right, aud hopefull 
hand : moved' 'by his 
ſweet; hutmble;and cha: 
ritable ſveeckies:: : ſome 


fer deſperate ones 'ex- 
21.1 .cepted, 


2 I 
& od iD; gr v 
. . 


_—— b 
R 
.4 8 
"© . $ | | 
RE. Lo, | ; * 
be ER * "REY _ 
: "Y - = | 
E I, 8 


that. fell WD 
gol, { tht lite vga ; 
nies, - Which” kept: pa 
faſting and was 
baut {1x; mofieths {p 8, 
cating nothing but; A 
was 'forced downe = 
throat. The ſumme 


d  Borrhaus 
Calvins an 
their councels (. wvho 


writ. largely - of the uſe 


of this. patcern)..is thatall 


f; 
59. tak heed: 
lie he Which: 


foule- . abhorres; 
Jl. t®. dally ' with 


| Conſhicace,; and "hell Ol: 


earth., if juſtly I 
led, mare to. be. ar 


— 


—_—_— 


—o_ 


then the Spaniſh Taqui- 


ſition; or all*the Strap- 
padocs” and tormeyts in 


the world ; and'to: take 


heed © of Spira's Princt- | 
 pallErrors; which' were 


to diſpute with - Satan 


over _ in time- of 


weakeneſle : eſpecially 
to realon, and con- 
clude from preſent 
ſence : ro Gods paſt 
Reprobations *and fu. 
ture Damnation: both 
which is hard, if poſ- 
{ible for any man to 
determine, in his owne, 
"much more in others 


caſes : to commending 
ED thee 


4... 7 
4, i A” 
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3 thee to his grace who is | 
able ro cabliſh thee to 
the end: I bid thee fare-. 
well, and hope well, 
while he ſpace of. Grace 
laſteth, Dum ſþiras ſpera: 
fo mayeſt thou take good 
and no hurt , by the read- 
ing of-this NE + exam- 
Pe | 


FY 
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